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k ind o f p a r a l l e l s wha t g o e s o n i n t h e Ap p r op r i a t i o n s Co m m it t e e .
You can look at things broadly and say... and have some k in d o f
concept of what money you want to get to and everybody may agree
you want to get down to some figure or thereabouts, but then
individually, as you take each item, there may not be a majority
t o do any t h i ng abo ut t hat par t i cu l ar i t em. Becau s e a s y o u
examine them nne by one, they seem, at least to a majo rity o f
p eopl e e x ami n i ng ea c h o n e , wo r t hw h i l e . An d I su sp e c t t h a t i f
y ou t o o k t h i s $8 0 mi l l i o n an d b r o k e i t d own p i e ce by p i e c e we
would ha v e a s i mi l a r d eb a t e . I wa n t e d t o t a l k a b o u t t he
Legislative Council a little bit, not because it's a b ig item
but just because it's somewhat symbolic of these smaller pieces
and trying to break them down further and the kinds o f deb ates
you get into. But in Senator Erdman's amendment, he cuts in the
s econd y e a r $7 9 5 , 0 0 0 f r om t he L eg i s l a t i ve Cou n ci l ' s b ud g e t , a nd
that's going to equate to someplace between 15 and 25 jobs cut .
And those jobs cut, where do they come from? We don't have that
many i n t h e Re s e a r c h D i v i s i o n a n d t h os e t h a t a r e t h e r e , a t l e a s t
f ou r o f t he m, a r e i nv o l v ed i n p r og r a m e v a l u a t i o n , wh i ch i s v e r y
unders t a f f ed t h e w ay i t i s . I t wou l d b e ha r d t o g e t mu ch ou t o f
t he Resea rc h D i v i s i o n . You ca n ' t t a ke c om m i t t e e c ou n s e l away .
Every committee n eeds i ts cou nsel; every cceanittee needs its
c le r k . The y n e e d t h o s e t wo p e op l e o n e a ch co mni t t e e t o
basically function. So whe n the discussion in Appropriations
got around to, well, where do you take this many people from,
what wou l d y ou d o , we l l , y ou c om e b a c k t o t h e se n a t o r ' s s t a f f ,
t he t w o p e o p l e t h a t e a ch o f u s h a s i n d i v i d u a l l y , an d s ome o f
those would have to go. So the thought was, well, how do you do
t hat ? We l l , t h ey d on ' t a l l n e ed t o g o , n o t 1 f r om e a ch o f t he
49, but a bunch of them need to go. So maybe the freshmen don' t
have research assistants anymore. Since they' re brand new, they
don't use them as effectively or need them as much as o ther
senators . But , on t he ot her han d , t hat ' s n ot f a i r , Ever y
senator s h ou l d g e t t he s a me he l p . But i t ' s go i ng t o be som e how
from the senators' staffs that these cuts would have to come.
Then the d i s c u s s i o n went o v e r t o t er m l i mi t s . Leg i s l at i on i s
t he cor e o f ever y t h i n g. I t i s t he begi nn i ng p l ace of
everyth i ng . I f you don ' t ha v e g oo d l e g i s l at i o n y o u h av e a l ot
of litigation in the courts and you have a lot of uncertainty
and poor interpretations from the agencies because they don' t
have good directions. And it just ripples through society if
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